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of the merchants of London, on which he thought he could rely.
But the new Archbishop of Canterbury, a Norman, supported
Matilda, and so did the town and garrison of Dover, which^
commanded the main entry into the country.   There was con-
fused fighting all up and down England until, on February 2,
Candlemas,   1141,  sixteen  months  after  Matilda's  landing,
Stephen was defeated by Matilda's party and taken prisoner at
Lincoln.   He was carried off to the castle at Bristol, where he
was kept a prisoner.   But Matilda mishandled her opportunity;
she quarrelled with the Londoners before she had time to be
crowned, and this was important because the coronation was
what gave authority to a king or queen; it was a sort of sacra-
mental act, and until a monarch were crowned he was not
regarded as possessed of full power.   Matilda became no more
than a sort of figurehead for those who wanted to resist Stephen,
and confused civil war went on for years, until she finally left
England in 1147.
The Advent of Henry Plantagenet.    Stephen was now
in power again, but his power was a very shadowy one, for the
turmoil had gone on too long to be set right.   The Archbishop
who had supported Matilda refused to crown Stephen's son and
heir, Eustace;  that was the cause of a new quarrel with the
Church; but in 1149 things began to change, for in that year
young Henry Plantagenet was old enough to bear arms and to
appear as a leader.  The only obstacle to his succeeding Stephen
was the presence of an heir to the existing King, his son Eustace.
The father of Henry Plantagenet died when the young man was
eighteen, and the next year he married Eleanor, the heiress of
Aquitaine, who brought with her something like half France—
nearly all that lay to the west south of the Loire, Poitou and
the Limousin and Gascony, and everything up to the Pyrenees.
Her territories were, indeed, feudally subject to the King of
France at Paris—he was their overlord;  but they were in no
way directly subject, any more than was Normandy or Anjou
itself; the King in Paris got homage from them, but no soldiers.
Young Henry Plantagenet was now, therefore, by far the
greatest monarch in Christendom, and die wealthiest; for even
the Emperor, though he could still raise very great forces, had
not so direct a rule over his territories as had the Angevin.  The
Pope also supported Henry, and forbade the English bishops to
crown Stephen's son.   Such obstacle as that son presented was
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